WORK UNDER LORD  MAYO

He had succeeded Temple before this as Chief Commissioner
of the Central Provinces. There, after the manner of many
others, Campbell had been inclined to be critical of some
of his predecessors" schemes. Bernard, who had been
taken over as Secretary by the new regime, and was most
loyal to his old chief, found himself constantly in conflict
with the new Chief Commissioner, and became impressed
with the idea that Campbell abhorred him. Of this I heard
in the letters occasionally received from Bernard, and I
was not surprised when, after a time, he told me he had
resigned the Secretariat for the more congenial post of
Commissioner of Division. Soon after this Campbell left
for Bengal, and Lord Mayo, making the tour in the Central
Provinces described in chapter ix., saw much of Bernard,
and did not fail to appreciate his splendid qualities.

One morning, after our return from tour, Campbell attended
a meeting of the Legislative Council in his capacity of Lieu-
tenant-Governor, and remained to luncheon with Lord Mayo,
I happened to be at Government House on business, and, as
was often the case, was also bidden to remain to luncheon,
Before leaving, the Lieutenant-Govern or came up to me
and asked me to drive down with him to his Government
House, Belvedere, just outside Calcutta. When in the
carriage he, to my astonishment, commenced the conversa-
tion with, "You are, I know, an intimate friend of that
most excellent man, Bernard" (him whom I supposed
Campbell held in abhorrence !). I assented, saying I thought
Bernard one of the very best of men, and was delighted
to hear an appreciation of him. "Well," continued the
Lieutanant-Governor, to my further amazement, " you know
I have to appoint a new Chief Secretary to the Government
of Bengal, and I want, if possible, to secure Bernard for the
place," I was astounded. The Civilian of Lower Bengal
was the most conservative of conservatives, and had for
generations ruled the roost throughout the whole service.
He was credited with having no small contempt for the
civilian in other Provinces, and the most utter detestation